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International Congress “Biotechnology: State of the Art and Prospects of Development” is an important event of national and international level that has shown the strategic significance of biotechnology for modernization of social and economic development of Russia. Biotechnology influences on quality of people’s lives by means of new pharmaceuticals, medical nanotechnologies and food products. Development of biotechnology is oriented to:

- meet the needs of people in high-grade public health service and environment protection; 

- improve agricultural productivity and stability; 

- develop efficient and competitive production sector;

- promote innovation trends – nanobiotechnology, computing science and related sectors. 

As respectable International Forum this Congress and concurrent exhibition “Biotech World-2011” have shown the current state of both Russian and international biotechnology. World-class leading positions of Russia in biotechnology were represented in a number of research directions including proteomics, bio-informatics, nanobiotechnologies, biopharmaceutics, etc. 

Summing up the newest information on the latest advances in fundamental, applied biotechnology and prospective researches, the Congress has made a substantial contribution to future of national medical science, development of agricultural sector, solution of biological safety problems and environmental protection, improvement of professional training and increasing the quality of people’s lives.
A growing interest to biotechnological manufacture on the part of large and medium business in Russia nowadays can be stated as a positive fact. As an example, the project of establishing large-capacity manufacture and high-level processing of microbial protein.

Realization of this project will enable to solve a number of most important state tasks on enhancement of industrial, pharmaceutical, environmental national safety as well as to do away with import reliance.

A considerable number of representatives from higher educational institutions (professors and students) have participated in Congress work. This indicates the growing interest to level of training and proficiency of personnel for biotechnology sector.

At the same time the rate development of the branch leads to fast technological and moral depreciation of biotechnological equipment that should be updated every 5 years. For this reason skills of professionals rapidly go out of date and this leads to lack of highly-qualified personnel capable to come into activity of biotechnological companies in terms of real production. It is necessary to develop new promptly updatable education programs for basic and extended education in the sphere of biotechnology.
The congress has shown that the Russian Federation is leading in many branches of biotechnology and has necessary background and facilities (biological and power resources, fresh water, scientific schools, highly-qualified personnel, etc.) to rank among worldwide leaders in bioindustry.

At the same time Russia is still behind major states in the scale of development of biotechnological production. Contribution of Russia to global biotechnological production accounts for only basis points. There is no biotechnological production of pharmaceutical substances, constituents for food-manufacturing industry, primary products for chemical industry, engine biofuels. Advanced biotechnologies are weakly implemented into agriculture,  mineral resource industry, power engineering. Absence of uniform state policy in biotechnological sector is one of the most important factors having an adverse effect on development of biotechnology. 

Release of regulation obstacles, support of demand for biotechnological products, assistance in increase of competitive capacity of enterprises in the sphere of biotechnology – these are high-priority objectives for state regulation of biotechnological sector.


More than 3000 people have participated in the Congress 2011. Among them 2700 people are from regions of the Russian Federation (Moscow, Pushchino, Saint-Petersburg, Tomsk, Novosibirsk, Tula, Voronezh, Nizhny Novgorod, Astrakhan, Sochi, Pyatigorsk, Krasnodar, Orel, Saransk, Saratov, Samara, Sayany, Kazan) and 300 people from foreign countries (Ukraine, Republic of Belarus, Latvia, Kazakhstan, Germany, USA, China, Mongolia, Turkey, Hungary, Great Britain, Netherlands, Denmark, Italy, Iran, Finland, Israel, etc.). 2000 participants were from Moscow.

48 events were held, including 3 plenary sessions, 16 sections, 2 symposiums, 8 “round tables”, 6 presentations, 500 negotiations with participants, 2 competitions. 8 research magazines and portals were engaged.


More than 500 people have participated in plenary session (formal opening), 350 people have made reports at sessions among them 100 young scientists from regions of the Russian Federation including 60 from Moscow. 134 young scientists have participated in competition for the best scientific research project, about 260 poster issues were made by young scientists and students.


Every section of the Congress has represented an independent international scientific conference with plenary sessions, sectional meetings and poster issues. Resolution was accepted by participants at plenary session on March 25 of this year.

IX International Specialized Exhibition “Biotech World – 2011” has enabled to get fair presentation of the latest national and international advances in biotechnology including ecology. The newest patterns of equipment and devices related to waste recycling, purification of water, soil, air were represented there. The wide range of biological products for pharmaceutical and food-manufacturing industries, agricultural sector, veterinary medicine, geology, industrial production had been represented at the exhibition as well as biological agents for protection and recovery of environment; dietary supplements, test systems for alcohol and narcotic drug detection; projects of enzymatic technologies; nutrient media; processes and facilities for biotechnological industries and laboratory investigations, etc. 
111 exhibitors from 9 countries (Russia, USA, Great Britain, Netherlands, Latvia, Germany, Ukraine, Republic of Belarus) have participated in exhibition “Biotech World – 2011” representing their products for medicine, pharmaceutics, agriculture, environmental protection and for other branches such as chemical industry, pulp and paper industry, textile industry, leather industry, food-manufacturing industry. They had also represented the wide range of advanced equipment for laboratories and biological production sites.

Traditionally collective displays of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russian Academy of Agricultural Sciences were presented. Siberian department of the Russian Academy of Sciences has taken part in exhibition for the first time. 
It should be stated that 19 new companies have participated in the exhibition for the first time such as Merck Sharp & Dohme (МSD), European Molecular Biology Laboratory, Ge Healthcare, Trading House GalaKhim, Bruker, ООО “Sartoros”. Our constant participants: AWTech, ООО “BiogenAnalitika”, ООО “NTK Diaem”, Moscow state unitary enterprise “MOSVODOKANAL”, ООО “NPP TRIS”, Khimmed. 

According to opinion of scientific community the specialized exhibition “Biotech World-2011” remains the most significant core biotechnological exhibition in the Russian Federation and considering participation of new companies this exhibition has obtained the new scope.

Considering the fact that exhibition “Biotech World-2011” was held concurrently and at the same place with the VI Moscow International Congress the participants of exhibition gained an opportunity to attend all sessions of the Congress. The following was held in the context of exhibition: competitions for the best exhibited products (40 patterns were submitted), presentations and seminars of companies-participants. The winners of competition for the best exhibited products were awarded with medals and diplomas at a solemn ceremony.

234 brass boards were represented at the exhibition; 280 innovations, more than 500 negotiations were held between participants; 75 protocols of intents were signed by participants; 40 patterns were awarded with medals and diplomas; 220 basic results of events (applications for research, requests for delivery of equipment, products). At least 100 agreements on cooperation were signed.


Combination of complementary problems of science, technology and education is the feature of great importance. It can be surely stated that Moscow congresses “Biotechnology: State of the Art and Prospects of Development ” are the most attended event among science-oriented young people and students from many regions of Russia.


Work of the Congress and exhibition was covered by Pervy TV-channel, TV-programs “Moscow”, “Expert" as well as by core magazines and Internet-portals.


Representatives from federal and regional state authorities have participated in the Congress, among them: S.N. Mazurenko, Deputy Minister for Education and Science of the RF; Е.B. Balashov, Head of Department for Science and Industrial Policy of Moscow city; S.I. Kolesnikov, Deputy Chairman of Committee of State Duma of the RF; N.N. Kiselev, Deputy Minister for Industry and Science of Moscow region; representatives of different authorities from 34 regions of the Russian Federation. Academician М.P. Kirpichnikov, member of Presidium of the RAS, Chairman of Supreme Attestation Commission (head of “Biosafety” plenary session), L.К. Ernst, D.B. Licitsyn, vice-presidents of Russian Agricultural Academy (heads of sections “Biotechnology and agriculture”, “Biotechnology and food products”), А.I. Archakov, vice-president of the Russian Academy of Medical Sciences (head of “Fundamental researches and biotechnology” plenary session) have taken an active participation in work of the Congress.
March 22 under the direction of Val Kogan - President of Mid-Atlantic-Russia Business Council held the symposium "Prospects for development of cooperation in the context of biotechnologies between Russia and Mid-Atlantic region of the USA". Russian and foreign representatives of major pharmaceutical companies, research centers and other organizations associated with the sphere of biotechnology took part at the symposium.

James Class, representative of company Merck and Peter J. Pitts, the representative of  U.S. FDA President Center for Medicine in the Public Interest made a report on the possibilities and prospects of bio-analogues. 

Caroline Ruggieri, Senior Consultant, International Affairs, Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) made the presentation "Global Competition in Biotechnology Innovation ". Russia was represented by A.A. Denisov, PhD  and by Professor G.A Zharikov from the Research Center for Toxicology and Hygienic Regulation of biologics , also participated in D.B Gorbunov, the head of the committee on innovation and venture financing of the Moscow Association of Entrepreneurs and the representatives of the Russian pharmaceutical companies. At the Symposium were discussed the latest Russian and foreign developments and prospects for cooperation in biotechnology.

